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Presenter

Bookshare.org is a project of Benetech - www.benetech.org

Benetechôs nonprofit motto:Technology Serving Humanity
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http://www.benetech.org/
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Accessible Books for Students 

with Print Disabilities

& What is Bookshare?

& What is the NIMAC?

& How do you get textbooks?

& Who is eligible?

& What are the membership options?

& How do you search for books?

& How do you download books?

& What AT software and hardware tools will read the 

books?
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What is BookshareÊ?

& Bookshare is a FREE* online library of accessible 

media for readers with print disabilities.

*Over 60,000 members

*Over 7,000 schools and other 

organizations

*Over 50,000 titles

*Over a thousand new books 

added every month

Bookshare 

believes that 

people with print 

disabilities should 

have the same 

ease of access to 

books and 

periodicals that 

people without 

disabilities enjoy. 

*Funded by an award from OSEP, the Office of Special Education Programs in the U.S. Department of Education.
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Bookshare for Education

& In October 2007, Bookshare was awarded funding from the 

federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to:

ÃProvide Bookshare content and services FREE to all 

U.S. qualified students with a print disability of any age

ÃExpand the Bookshare collection

Ï Focus on educational materials requested by teachers 

Ï Add textbooks from the NIMAC and publishers
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Bookshare Library
& Textbooks

* Hundreds of NIMAC textbooks, also 

books from universities and schools

& Teacher Recommended Reading

& Special Collections

* New York Times Best Sellers

* Newbery Winners 

* Caldecott Winners

* Young Readerôs Choice

* Spanish books

& Over 30 Publisher Partnerships

& Newspapers and Magazines 

* Available through our partnership with 

NFB Newsline

* 150 national & regional newspapers 

and magazines

& Book Requests

Bookshare 

is committed to high 

quality books.  Please 

report any quality issues 

on the book download 

page.
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What Bookshare Offers?

& FREE digital books for 

students with print 

disabilities 

& FREE memberships 

for qualified students 

through OSEP award

& FREE assistive 

technology software

& 24/7 access to books
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Why Get Digital Books and Textbooks?

& Help students with 

print disabilities keep 

up with classmates

& Encourage them to 

study independently

& Motivate students to 

read  

& Equalize their 

educational 

opportunity

I get it! At last!
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I think Iõll 
search 

Bookshare for 
my book.

Digital Books Are Easy



How Does Bookshare Get Digital Books?

Chop

Publishers

Textbooks

Scan Proofread

Universities

+ thousands of Volunteers
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Eligible Students 

Disability Qualified/Not Qualified
Examples of Certifying 

Professionals

Visual Impairment (VI), such as 

blindness or low vision
Qualified

A family doctor, ophthalmologist, 

neurologist, psychiatrist, optometrist, 

physical therapist, or other medical 

professional. 

Teacher of the visually impaired, 

special education teacher, learning 

disability specialist, school 

psychologist, clinical psychologist 

with a background in learning 

disabilities, resource specialist or 

other educational professional

Certification from the National Library 

Service 

Proof of membership with RFB&D

Physical  Disability (PD) which affects 

oneôs ability to read print, such as 

inability to hold a book or turn pages

Qualified

Reading Disability

Students with a severe enough 

disability, and a professional 

certifying that the disability has a 

physical basis 

Autism

Emotional disabilities

ADHD

Not qualified, unless accompanied by 

a visual or physical disability, or a 

qualified reading disability that has a 

physical basis 

Not applicable

Other Learning Challenges

ESL and ELL

Record of 

disability kept 

at school!
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NIMAC - NIMAS Simplified

& National Instructional Materials Access Center

& National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard

& Source for K-12 textbooks purchased after July 19, 

2006 when specified by contract

& Over 15,000 textbooks and supplementary reading



Books and Qualifications

Bookshare Downloads Who Can Download Student Qualifications

Public Domain books Non-Members and Members None

Books with U.S. copyrights

Books with International 

permissions

Teachers and Students Chafee Qualified

NIMAC-sourced books

Educators (K-12 U.S. public 

schools and agencies) Chafee + IEP

Bookshare is authorized to produce digital books 

in accessible formats through an exemption in 

the U.S. copyright law called the Chafee 

Amendment.
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One-Step Search to Find Textbooks

& Log in to Bookshare

& Search for your textbook

& Average turnaround: 1 week or less 

& DAISY and BRF


